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[bookmark: _Toc25509820]Introduction
Crime rates have been on the rise across different regions in the United States (Reboussin et al., 2015). Youths and young adolescents have perpetrated most of these crimes. Youths and young adults are expected to be highly engaged in their respective employment and education, which is essential in shaping their personal development. Adopting crime tendencies has been considered as a shortcut to wealth, which is an assumption that has not been conclusively proved based on the living conditions of criminals and individuals who engage in crimes. Human development is a process that provides a vital assessment on better processes that help define an improved understanding of the changes which help developing counter processes, which can help in identifying a more significant commitment to controlling crime within the community (Thornton et al., 2015).
Juvenile justice is shaped by criminal justice through law enforcement officers who are tasked with ensuring that there is the adoption of better policies within the community to control juvenile delinquency. Despite the presence of diverse methods of engagement for juvenile offenders, the increasing number of juvenile delinquents has created a difficult emphasis on better strategies that help maintain a reliable assessment of better elements that help define an improved commitment to positive change.  Diverse factors can determine youth involvement in crime. These elements are vital in identifying community-based and criminal justice-based strategies that focus on the behavioral aspect of these young offenders (Spruit, van Vugt, van der Put, van der Stouwe, & Stams, 2016).
The number of violent crimes committed by juvenile offers has been increasing significantly in the recent past, which questions the underlying societal values that are being instilled in children while also assessing the influence of technology and social interaction across different societies.  In 2016,  there were approximately 215,000 serious violent crimes in the United States committed by youths between 12 and 17. These statistics show the overall need to assess the existing commitment to promoting positive behavior among individuals in society (Ra, 2019).  
Since the 1980s, young people have been significant offenders in the United States with a peak in 1993 when youths contributed to 1.1 million severe crimes in the United States (Changalasetty et al., 2019).  Young people are increasingly becoming violent and difficult to control, which creates serious concerns for the juvenile justice criminal justice system. Therefore in responding to the increasing crimes by youths, federal and state legislators have sought to develop better strategies that focus on making juvenile offenses more punitive and allow the transfer of children into the adult criminal justice system based on the nature of the crime committed.  The available information on juvenile offenders has provided the basis of management where criminal justice stakeholders have considered in making policies that are aimed at controlling the current situation (Thornton et al., 2015). 
Youths commit different crimes, which means that there is a need to develop specific measures that help maintain a stronger system that helps in controlling the overall commitment to essential processes that define a strong focus on critical operations that help control the current situation.  The underlying social environment has been attributed to a significant factor that influences youth involvement in a crime. The decision by youth to involve in crime is based on different factors, including poverty and peer influence, where many youths are recruited into gangs, which are common in low-income neighborhoods (Spruit et al., 2016).
[bookmark: _Toc25509821]Problem statement 
The increased involvement of youths in crime is a serious issue across all states in the country, which means that it is a public concern with a significant focus on controlling the behavior of youths and children through behavioral and behavioral development. The presence of gangs within the United States society has been a detrimental aspect, especially in low-income neighborhoods where individuals are easily swayed to join these groups at the detriment of education and overall societal harmony.  The development of gangs in the United States has been a significant issue within criminal justice over the years. Gangs have members from diverse settings and ages. The development of better interventions provides a unique emphasis on essential concepts that help define a strong focus on positive changes (Gruber, Levitt, & Lochner, 2013).
The increasing youth involvement in crime shows that there is a disconnect in a society where there are gaps that create a favorable environment to commit a crime. The research is focusing on identifying these gaps within the community, which help maintain a strong emphasis on better processes that improve positive social development. The essential elements that are assessed in this case involve parenting, education, use of drugs, social interaction, and individual attitude towards crime (Kang & Burton, 2014). Social interaction focus on gang involvement. The United States has diverse resources that are expected to focus on protecting the future of its citizens and help instill a high level of creativity through the development of specific factors that help improve the overall emphasis on strong level development.
[bookmark: _Toc25509822]Research objective 
To determine factors that are influencing youth and adolescent involvement in the crime in low-income settings.
[bookmark: _Toc25509823]Research question 
What are the factors that are influencing youth and adolescent involvement in crime in low-income settings?
[bookmark: _Toc25509824]Significance of the study 
Management of youth and adolescence behavior has been difficult, which highlights the current high rate of crime committed by youths and adolescents. It is vital to understand the specific factors that contribute to the current situation. The results from the study will help develop a better visual understanding of particular factors that need to be engaged fully in controlling youth and adolescent involvement in a crime. Policymakers have an essential role in creating a strong emphasis on critical elements that help define a strong focus on better processes that help define better organizational performance. Therefore prevention programs must be developed with a specific focus on significant changes that help identify critical processes that determine a positive change development process in the society (Walters, 2014).
Many youths are joining gangs without understanding the psychological challenges that are associated with such a move. However, the difficult nature of their surrounding present a more specific emphasis on better processes that help define reliable change processes which improve the overall commitment to improved outcomes. Thus the authors sought to explore the consideration that more extended involvement in street gangs is associated with violent injury or even death among gang members. Many individuals who join these groups have lost hope in life as a result of a stronger consideration of essential elements that provide a high level of commitment to the existing issues within society. Communities and families, therefore, are focusing on different approaches that they can consider in discouraging gang involvement before it starts. Consequently, it is crucial to integrate better policies based on the findings from the study where it would be possible to engage individuals in low-income settings to shun crime and embrace positive development concepts that shape societal development.


[bookmark: _Toc25509825]Literature review
The level of interconnectedness during childhood has been a critical aspect of defining individual development. Pechorro et al. (2015) children are greatly influenced by their childhood, which helps in determining essential behavioral and psychological concepts that define a strong commitment to better individual development. The level of interaction during childhood present a greater emphasis on better processes which determine better processes that can be considered in improving positive behavior which is essential in controlling the development of negative behavior which is associated with adverse decisions. The article highlight that family plays a central in the adoption of positive behavior, which provides a specific understanding of improved outcomes based on the ability to make informed decisions.  
The social environment provides emphasis on the influence generated by friends within a given context. The social environment provides a higher need to understand the impact that friends motivate or say an individual against committing a crime. Peers are likely to influence the level of behavioral development on an individual, which is a common factor that helps define a strong commitment to change. When individuals per friends are involved in crimes, it is challenging to control this influence on individual development (Pechorro et al., 2015).
Janssen (2014) identified that there had been a significant emphasis on risk factors that are associated with delinquency in society. However, few studies have provided a secure link between youth violence as well as gang involvement, which define a strong commitment to better elements that define a higher integration of better outcomes, especially in participation in criminal activity. Therefore the study provided a comparative assessment of essential elements that sought to help identify specific factors that helped improve knowledge on the differences based on gender. The early adolescent was associated with adverse outcomes where individuals were more likely to commit crimes because of their irrational decision making. However, involvement in early programs plays a significant role in controlling involvement in crime, which is essential in instilling positive behavioral aspects that help maintain a fundamental approach in controlling negative behavior development (Janssen, 2014). 
According to  Petering (2016), involvement in gangs is a precursor to violence among many youths and adolescents. Gang membership is a high-risk life that is associated with adverse health risk behaviors.  These behaviors are common in youth gang memberships. The study sought to evaluate the prevalence, frequency, and turnover of gang membership among children aged between 5 and 17 years in the United States. Different studies have shown there is a relationship between gang membership and high health risk behaviors. However, the extent of gang membership has not been conclusively determined. This presents a strong emphasis on better measures that help identify elements that can be integrated to help combat the increasing incidences of gang membership. The study utilized data that was obtained from the National Longitudinal Survey of Youth conducted in 1997 with a representative of youths born between 1980 and 1984. The findings from the study revealed that youth gang members were disproportionately male, black, Hispanic, and from single-parent households (Petering, 2016).
According to Sutton (2017), drug use and involvement in violence are linked, which is essential and helps define a unique emphasis on crucial changes that provide a higher understanding of specific factors that determine individual development. Youths and adolescents, especially female members, have a higher involvement in drugs, which explains the increasing crime perpetrated by the same group (Sutton, 2017).
Sharkey et al. (2015) sought to develop an emphasis on drug use and violent crimes among adolescents. The results of the study showed that alcohol use was highly associated with both violent and non-violent crimes.  Criminal history and racial identity were also identified as critical factors that are associated with increased violent crimes among adolescents. Therefore there is a need to understand the crucial role in controlling essential elements that help create a reliable platform in managing these factors, which contribute identify better processes that define a strong change approach (Sharkey, Stifel, & Mayworm, 2015). 
Dong and Krohn et al. (2016) highlighted that children from families living below the poverty level were also associated with increased youth gang membership. Therefore the findings also estimated that there were approximately 1 million youth gang members in the United States, which was around 2% with an average age of 14 years. The primary issue that is defined in this case is the limited emphasis on controlling gang development. High poverty levels and lack of formal education have even identified as primary factors that are associated with gang development. However, an important consideration that is made in this case is that gang demographics are shifting in the recent past with children joining by the age of 5 years (Dong & Krohn, 2016).
Hennigan et al. (2014) highlighted that 100% of the boys who participated in the survey were gang members. Approximately 74% of the participants agreed to hang out with gang members. The gang membership culture has created a heavy focus on essential elements in society, especially among youths. The majority of the gang members are aged between 11  to 16 years in Los Angeles County. The study showed that assessment of effectiveness in prospectively identifying the youths created a strong emphasis on better processes that help determine better processes that define a strong focus on a better level of engagement. Children are influenced to join criminal gangs based on different reasons such as living standards and social influence through interacting with gang members. Thus the involvement in crime is significantly associated with the surrounding environment, which provides a strong emphasis on critical processes that define an improved change process within the society (Hennigan et al., 2014).
Living environment and poverty within the community have been significant factors that are leading to increasing gang membership in the united states. Individuals who live in poor background struggle to meet their basic needs which discourage many children from going to school because there is no inspiration on specific elements that present a robust approach in controlling the level of engagement. Improving the level of commitment within society has been a significant factor that helps define a strong emphasis on better processes that determine a successful change process (Gase, DeFosset, Kuo, & Perry, 2016). 
Therefore in determining better interventions that can be used in controlling gang involvement among children. The implementation of these programs, however, has focused on improving the wellbeing of children before they reach their teenage years. There has been an overall understanding of essential processes that identify better processes that define a higher level of development within the system. Assessment of crucial concepts determines a greater understanding of fundamental processes that help understand how different factors influence crime development in society (Ryan, Abrams, & Huang, 2014).
In a  study conducted in Pyrooz and Sweeten (2015), the researchers sought to determine the relationship between substance use and criminal behavior through assessment of socio-demographic traits and the existing substance use among juveniles. The results identified that the consumption of psychotropic drugs even though in small quantities was associated with increased violent crimes such as rape, burglary, and murder. The correlation between drugs and crime was significant among individuals consuming cannabis, which was linked to murder. Inhalants were associated with rape, while opioids were related to much smaller crimes such as snatching. The results highlight that substance use and criminal behavior are strongly correlated among youths and adolescents. Different drugs are assisted in various crimes, depending on how an individual is influenced. Therefore a strong commitment to these changes provides a crucial base where it is possible to identify a higher emphasis on crime involvement. The severity of violence is dependent on better measures that identify important concepts regarding different drug use (Pyrooz & Sweeten, 2015).
Involvement in crime means that there is a greater focus on the environment, which is a better aspect, which helps create a more specific understanding of the gaps that juvenile offenders seek to utilize on building a stronger emphasis on improved outcomes. Therefore it is vital to help identify a strong commitment to better elements that define a higher assessment of different situations. The aggrieves of an individual within a given context represent a stronger commitment to critical processes that determine a successful level of engagement.  Youths and adolescents are engaged in criminal activities because there is some form of social disorganization, which allows for a violation of the law (Pyrooz, 2014).
A disorganized society has a higher presence of these elements, considering that many people are seeking to develop a different mechanism to ensure that they survive. The environment plays a central role in defining the different approach that is considered in helping understand favorable processes that modify the environment to ensure a strong understanding of better operational context. Therefore the criminal enforcement agents need to realize that controlling crime should not focus on the outcome but instead managing the structural concepts which provide a reliable system that helps define a robust approach in controlling criminal tendencies (Lambert et al., 2019).
[bookmark: _Toc25509826]Hypothesis 
Null hypothesis (Ho): Gender, Level of education, and use of drugs do not predict in youth and adolescents involved in crime.
Based on the literature, there is a high indication that the involvement in crime among youths and adolescents is highly influenced by gender, level of education, and the use of drugs.  Thus males with no education and using drugs are more likely to be involved in violence to help in maintaining their lifestyle. The favorable environment integrates diverse elements that are important and focus on creating a unique system that can help ensure a higher emphasis on better elements that define a successful change approach. The favorable environment also includes the conducive nature of the underlying processes, which are essential and can be quickly undertaken to help control the level of commitment in meeting the needs of individuals within the society (Andresen & Andresen, 2019). Offenders require something that the victim has, but the law enforcement officers focus on control any violation of the law. In such a situation, there is a clear emphasis on better processes that can be undertaken to create a highly diverse environment for a successful change approach.
[bookmark: _Toc25509827]Methods
[bookmark: _Toc25509828]Research design 
Research design provides a key emphasis on essential techniques that help identify better processes that need to be investigated based on the existing research objective. The study will utilize a descriptive cross-sectional survey. A cross-sectional research design is essential because it provides the cause and effects of a given situation.  This approach focuses on collecting data at one point in time (Marvasti, 2018). A higher commitment to better processes helps understand key measures that define a greater emphasis on critical processes that need to be adapted to creating a significant focus on better and accurate results.
[bookmark: _Toc25509829]Target population 
The target population will target individuals from low-income settings where there are higher crime rates based on the Federal Bureau of Investigation's Uniform Crime Reporting across significant towns in the United States.
[bookmark: _Toc25509830]Sampling 
The sampling technique allows for a greater understanding of the target population. The best sampling method that will be utilized in this case provides a specific assessment on better concepts that help define better aspects that establish a strong focus on the sample population and higher management of essential elements that help maintain a unique level of engagement. A simple random sampling technique is the most important in this case, considering that it helps provide a stronger emphasis on specific concepts that define a healthy level of organizational commitment. There is a need to provide a unique system that helps provide a stronger understanding of essential elements that define better results. Simple random sampling is appropriate in this case because of the large sample while also ensuring that every eligible participant in the target population has an equal chance of being selected, thus reducing the degree of bias (Halcomb & Hickman, 2015).
[bookmark: _Toc25509831]Sample size 
The sample size provides a better representation of the underlying concepts which help identify specific factors that can provide a strong basis for better representation. Ensuring that the sample population is a representative of the total population will provide a higher understanding of better processes that define a higher emphasis on the need for accurate results. Therefore the study will employ Fischer's sample size formula (Vogt, 2015).

Z- Is the corresponding confidence level (i.e., 1.96 for 95% confidence interval)
d- Is the margin of error (5%)
p- Is the estimated value for the proportion of a sample that has the condition of interest (0.5)




                                                                       = 384                                                                      
Therefore the sample population that will form the basis of the research will be 384.
[bookmark: _Toc25509832]Variables and measurement 
The variables are considered in this case will include dependent and independent variables in helping provide a more structured understanding of specific factors that help define a higher knowledge of better processes that determine the underlying study objective. Understanding the level of measurement will also provide a better representation where it would be easier to understand better elements that help attain the desired research outcomes.
	Variable 
	Type of data 
	Level of measurement 

	Independent variables  
	
	

	Age 
	Continuous 
	Ratio

	Gender 
	Discrete 
	Nominal

	Level of education
	Discrete 
	Ordinal

	Income 
	Continuous 
	ratio

	Smoking 
	Discrete 
	Ordinal

	Drugs 
	Discrete 
	Ordinal

	Dependent variable  
	
	

	Involvement in crime 
	Discrete 
	Nominal






[bookmark: _Toc25509833]Data analysis
Determining better outcomes is based on the research methodology, which outlines the research development process, which can assist in attaining improved results. The methodology aid in determining critical the processes and research approaches that are crucial in this context. The study sought to understand the factors that influence youths and adolescent involvement in drugs. Understanding the research objective identified in the study provides a reliable evaluation of aspects that help integrate significant changes that help attain improved outcomes. The methodology outlines critical research processes that help identify necessary changes that help achieve more excellent results.
The analysis will include descriptive and inferential statistics, which will focus on different aspects of providing a better understanding of the research topic, which is essential in informing policy development. Descriptive statistics will give a better understanding of underlying social demographics that identify better emphasis on critical processes that help identify specific measures that help define a vital management approach. It will help understand the characteristics of the sample population (Rutterford, Copas, & Eldridge, 2015).
The inclusion of inferential statistics will provide a strong emphasis on the underlying assumption based on the identified level of significance. In this case, the research focused on determining factors that influence crime involvement. Regression analysis provides a better predictive model that gives a better influence on the underlying factors which influence the company development. There was a need to provide a greater understanding of factors that are statistically significant predictors of violent crimes. Therefore, there is a need to evaluate critical processes that are essential in defining a positive impact on the underlying factors which provide a better evaluation of basic methods that define the necessary change process (Fitzmaurice, 2016). The use of regression in determining the objective in the research has been the most effective choice considering that the research objective is evident in what was being sought. 
[bookmark: _Toc25509834]Ethical consideration 
The researcher will seek permission from the Internal Ethics Review Board to ensure that the proposal conforms to all underlying scientific and institutional guidelines and integrity concerns. A greater emphasis on these processes defines a strong focus on better processes that help identify better processes that help establish a strong change approach where better decisions can be attained without any ethical concerns. The study will also seek consent from local authorities to research within the local community.
[bookmark: _Toc25509835]Expected results 
The results will focus on emphasizing the research hypothesis, which highlights that the use of drugs, gender, and level of education are key factors that influence youth and adolescent involvement in the crime.  The majority of individuals join gangs, which creates a challenging environment to learn or control their behavior. The majority of these individuals are poor hence unable to sustain their lives, which influences their choices.  Most individuals join gangs as early as ten years, which creates a difficult environment where better countermeasures can be integrated to control behavioral development.
[bookmark: _Toc25509836]Conclusion 
The involvement of youths in crime can be adequately defined based on routine activity theory. The routine theory activity highlights that crime originates from individual daily interaction, which is a significant aspect that helps define greater commitment to existing diverse needs. Therefore for crime to occur, there must be a potential offender, a potential victim, and a favorable environment. These three elements are essential in defining a strong emphasis on better processes that help maintain a higher commitment to creating a more straight forward stress on the need to limit these gaps within the environment and improve the level of social organization. Therefore the assessment of these actors will help provide a better emphasis on better measures that define youth and adolescents involved in crime. 
















































[bookmark: _Toc25509837]References
Andresen, M. A., & Andresen, M. A. (2019). Routine activity theory. In Environmental Criminology. https://doi.org/10.4324/9780429455391-5
Changalasetty, S. B., Belgacem, B., Badawy, A. S., Ghribi, W., Ahmed, A. M., Bangali, H., … Pemula, R. (2019). Assessing the Relation between Family Background and Juvenile Delinquency using Data Mining. In 2019 International Conference on Computer Communication and Informatics, ICCCI 2019. https://doi.org/10.1109/ICCCI.2019.8822138
Dong, B., & Krohn, M. D. (2016). Escape from violence: What reduces the enduring consequences of adolescent gang affiliation? Journal of Criminal Justice. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jcrimjus.2016.07.002
Fitzmaurice, G. M. (2016). Regression. Diagnostic Histopathology. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.mpdhp.2016.06.004
Gase, L. N., DeFosset, A., Kuo, T., & Perry, R. (2016). Youths’ perspectives on the reasons underlying school truancy and opportunities to improve school attendance. Qualitative Report.
Gruber, J., Levitt, S. D., & Lochner, L. (2013). The Determinants of Juvenile Crime. In Risky Behavior among Youths. https://doi.org/10.7208/chicago/9780226309972.003.0008
Halcomb, E., & Hickman, L. (2015). Mixed methods research. Nursing Standard (Royal College of Nursing (Great Britain) : 1987). https://doi.org/10.7748/ns.29.32.41.e8858
Hennigan, K. M., Maxson, C. L., Sloane, D. C., Kolnick, K. A., & Vindel, F. (2014). Identifying high-risk youth for secondary gang prevention. Journal of Crime and Justice. https://doi.org/10.1080/0735648X.2013.831208
Janssen, I. (2014). Crime and perceptions of safety in the home neighborhood are independently associated with physical activity among 11-15year olds. Preventive Medicine. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ypmed.2014.06.016
Kang, H. K., & Burton, D. L. (2014). Effects of racial discrimination, childhood trauma, and trauma symptoms on juvenile delinquency in African American incarcerated youth. Journal of Aggression, Maltreatment and Trauma. https://doi.org/10.1080/10926771.2014.968272
Lambert, R. D., Brantingham, P. L., & Brantingham, P. J. (2019). Environment, Routine, and Situation: Toward a Pattern Theory of Crime. In Routine Activity and Rational Choice. https://doi.org/10.4324/9781315128788-12
Marvasti, A. (2018). Research methods. In The Cambridge Handbook of Social Problems. https://doi.org/10.1017/9781108656184.003
Pechorro, P., Nunes, C., Jiménez, L., & Hidalgo, V. (2015). Incarcerated youths with high or low callous–unemotional traits: a comparison controlling for age of crime onset. Journal of Forensic Psychiatry and Psychology. https://doi.org/10.1080/14789949.2014.971853
Petering, R. (2016). Sexual risk, substance use, mental health, and trauma experiences of gang-involved homeless youth. Journal of Adolescence. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.adolescence.2016.01.009
Pyrooz, D. C. (2014). From Colors and Guns to Caps and Gowns? The Effects of Gang Membership on Educational Attainment. Journal of Research in Crime and Delinquency. https://doi.org/10.1177/0022427813484316
Pyrooz, D. C., & Sweeten, G. (2015). Gang membership between ages 5 and 17 years in the United States. Journal of Adolescent Health, 56(4), 414–419. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jadohealth.2014.11.018
Ra, K. H. (2019). Association between perception of police prejudice against minorities and juvenile delinquency. Dissertation Abstracts International Section A: Humanities and Social Sciences.
Reboussin, B. A., Green, K. M., Milam, A. J., Furr-Holden, D. M., Johnson, R. M., & Ialongo, N. S. (2015). The role of neighborhood in urban black adolescent marijuana use. Drug and Alcohol Dependence. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.drugalcdep.2015.06.029
Rutterford, C., Copas, A., & Eldridge, S. (2015). Methods for sample size determination in cluster randomized trials. International Journal of Epidemiology. https://doi.org/10.1093/ije/dyv113
Ryan, J. P., Abrams, L. S., & Huang, H. (2014). First-time violent juvenile offenders: Probation, placement, and recidivism. Social Work Research. https://doi.org/10.1093/swr/svu004
Sharkey, J., Stifel, S., & Mayworm, A. (2015). How to help me get out of a gang: Youth Recommendations to Family, School, Community, and Law Enforcement System. Journal of Juvenile Justice.
Spruit, A., van Vugt, E., van der Put, C., van der Stouwe, T., & Stams, G. J. (2016). Sports Participation and Juvenile Delinquency: A Meta-Analytic Review. Journal of Youth and Adolescence. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10964-015-0389-7
Sutton, T. E. (2017). The lives of female gang members: A review of the literature. Aggression and Violent Behavior. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.avb.2017.10.001
Thornton, L. C., Frick, P. J., Shulman, E. P., Ray, J. V., Steinberg, L., & Cauffman, E. (2015). Callous-Unemotional Traits and Adolescents’ Role in Group Crime. Law and Human Behavior. https://doi.org/10.1037/lhb0000124
Vogt, W. (2015). Sample Size Formulas. In Dictionary of Statistics & Methodology. https://doi.org/10.4135/9781412983907.n1727
Walters, G. D. (2014). Crime and substance misuse in adjudicated delinquent youth: The worst of both worlds. Law and Human Behavior. https://doi.org/10.1037/lhb0000050














